B/483
The Honourable Second Member for Grand River


North West and Port-Louis West (Mrs. Grenade)



To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-


Whether he will, for the period July 2005 to-date, state if International Sports Federations have had to intervene to resolve disputes within local Sport Federations?

Reply

(on Tuesday 22.05.07)
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I would like to inform the House that presently 33 Sports Federations registered with the Registrar of Association are recognised by my Ministry under the Sports Act and receive annual grants.

These Federations operate independently for the promotion of their sports disciplines.  However, it has been noted that out of these 33 Federations, a few of them have been undermined by internal conflicts to the detriment of sports.

I have myself on many occasions deplored such conflicts and appealed to the Federations to sort out their problems and work for the promotion of their disciplines.

However, in a few cases, the situation has deteriorated to such an extent that disputing parties had to have recourse to Court.  In some cases, necessary steps have been taken by the Mauritius National Olympic Committee (MNOC), which is the governing body for Sports, to settle disputes.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, since July 2005, the International Sports Federations have intervened as follows:

(a)
In respect of Body Building, on 20 November 2005 


a meeting was held under my Chairmanship, with the 


two groups concerned, namely: Mr. Clifford Dantier 


and Parsad Balkissoon.  An undertaking was taken to 


end the conflicts and an agreement was also signed 


in the presence of Dr. Adel Fakim El Sayed, 1st 


Vice-President of the International Federation of Body 


Building.  However, I am informed that conflicts still 


exist.


(b)
with regard to Volleyball, after consultation with all 


parties concerned including the International 


Volleyball Federation, three independent members 


have been nominated to assist the Managing 


Committee in the day-to-day running of the 


Federation.  I have been informed that Regional 


elections will be held in three regions in June and to 


be followed by the election of the Managing 


Committee.
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(c)
As regards the “Federation Mauricienne de Boxe 


Française Savate et Disciplines Assimilées”,  


conflicts started as from July 2006.  Inspite of my 


intervention to bring settlement amicably within the 


federation, unfortunately, there was no improvement.  


Hence, in September 2006 the International 


Federation was apprised of the situation and agreed 


to my proposal to set up a Caretaker Committee in 


March 2007 to temporarily manage the affairs of the 


Federation pending the election of a new Managing 


Committee.

(d)
Disputes have also been reported in the Swimming 


Federation.  On 30 April 2007, a Caretaker Committee 


has been appointed by me under the Sports Act in 


consultation with the Mauritius National Olympic 


Committee (MNOC) to temporarily run the affairs of 


the Federation pending the election of a new 


Managing Committee.  The International Swimming 


Federation has been informed of the situation by the 


MNOC.  During my recent mission overseas, I have 


also had the opportunity to meet Mr. Larfaoui, 


President of the International Swimming Federation 


(FINA) who is fully agreeable to the steps being taken 


by my Ministry for the management of the Federation.
