PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

B/599
The Honourable Third Member for Curepipe and Midlands (Mr. Dowarkasing)
To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-

Whether, in regard to the forthcoming Indian Ocean Island Games to be held in Madagascar, he will state if he has held any meeting with the pre-selected athletes and the players of the Club M and, if so, when?
REPLY
(on Tuesday 05.06.07)

Mr. Speaker, Sir,
With your permission, I would like once again to clarify the whole issue regarding preparations of the Mauritian athletes for participation in the Indian Ocean Islands Games to be held in Madagascar in August 2007.

Since the launching of the specific preparations of the Mauritian athletes in October 2006, I have been regularly in touch with the Sports Federations concerned.

In November 2006, I met the Presidents of the Sports Federations involved in the Games to brief them of the importance that the Government is placing on preparations and participation of Mauritian athletes.
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I have been in close contact with the coaches to keep in view the preparations of our athletes.

Additionally, my Ministry had set up a team comprising designated liaison officers for each sports discipline to monitor closely preparations of the athletes and provide them with all the necessary logistic support.  These Sports Officers have been on the field to ensure that the training programme worked out by the coaches were being implemented.

Moreover, in January and February this year, I personally visited and met the pre-selected athletes as well as coaches of the various sports disciplines.  The objective of these meetings was to motivate and encourage them to put all their efforts for the Games and to inform them of the various facilities being placed at their disposal for a smooth preparation.
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As regards the Club M, I presume that the Honourable Member is referring to the national football team.  In fact, I had the opportunity to meet the pre-selected players during international football matches played in Mauritius against Côte d’Ivoire and Sudan on 22 and 25 March 2007 respectively.  Furthermore, on 23 May 2007, I received in my office the national coach together with the Desk Officer for football on the eve of the departure of Club M to Swaziland for the COSAFA Cup.
On the same day in the evening during the course of a live MBC sports programme held at Caudan Waterfront in connection with the final of the European Champions League Cup – Liverpool against AC Milan – I again met the national coach and all the pre-selected players of 
Club M.

The national coach has still not yet finalised the final selection of players of the Club M for the Indian Ocean Islands Games.  Once this exercise will be completed after the match against Tunisia for the African Cup of Nation by mid of this month, I will have a meeting with the players and coaches once again.
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, let me again reassure the House that my Ministry is making all required efforts, within the budgetary resources available as well as with the support of sponsors, to provide maximum facilities to the athletes to enable them to train as well as to participate in international competitions with a view to enhancing their performance for the Games.

I am proposing to meet all the athletes of the different selections at a common gathering at the end of this month to foster the sense of patriotism and stimulate them to defend our colours to the best of their abilities.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, at this important juncture we cannot create doubts in the mind of our athletes and undermine their morale as a few “prophètes de malheur” have been doing.  Let us put our trust in these athletes who, I have no doubt, will spare no effort to do honour to our motherland.
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Therefore, we should refrain from doing politics with the Indian Ocean Islands Games and we should act like true patriots and contribute to boost up the morale of our athletes to encourage them to face this important regional challenge.

I am, therefore, making an appeal to all the Honourable Members in the House to rally behind the Mauritian team for the Games.

