PARLIAMENTARY  QUESTION

B/741
The Honourable Second Member for Flacq and Bon Accueil (Dr. Mungur)


To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:--


Whether, in regard to the 2010 Soccer World Cup Tournament to be held in South Africa, he will state if a national committee has been set up to look into the benefits that might accrue to Mauritius, being a member state of the SADC?

REPLY  P.Q B/741


Mr. Speaker Sir,

A Task Force has been set up under the Chairmanship of the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Tourism, Leisure & External Communications and comprising the Attorney General, the Minister of Youth & Sports and representatives of the Prime Minister’s Office, the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, the Mauritius Tourism Promotion Authority, the Board of Investment, the Mauritius Sports Council and the Mauritius Football Association to look into all the aspects relating to the benefits that could accrue to Mauritius with the Football World Cup 2010 in the Republic of South Africa.

Mr. Speaker Sir,


I am informed that the Ministry of Youth & Sports had in August 2006 enlisted the services of Mr. David Davies, Executive Director of the English Football Association to advise mainly on the strategy to:

(i) attract top foreign international football teams for taining, specially in view of the Football World Cup 2010 in 

Republic of South Africa.



(ii)
encourage overseas professional footballers and other 
sportsmen to consider Mauritius as a holidaying destination.


The recommendations of Mr. Davies are being examined by a Technical Committee in the Ministry of Youth & Sports with the Mauritius Football Association and other stakeholders. 


I am further informed that parallel to these initiatives, following directives given at the Trade Negotiating Forum meeting of SADC in Botswana on 17 -18 April 2007,  the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Cooperation held several meetings with all stakeholders including the Ministry of Youth & Sports for the drafting of a Concept Paper on the Trade Benefits that could be derived in the SADC Region arising out of South Africa’s hosting the Soccer World Cup tournament in 2010. 


The Draft Concept Paper has been endorsed by the SADC Ministers of Trade at its meeting held on 2nd July 2007 in Maseru, Lesotho.  The SADC Task Force which has been constituted for this purpose would mainstream trade activities in their programme.

Mr. Speaker Sir,


I would like to assure the House that the Ministry of Youth & Sports is taking all initiatives and collaborating with all organizations to ensure that Mauritius derives the maximum benefits from the Soccer World Cup Tournament in 2010.

