B/848
The Honourable First Member for Beau Bassin 

and Petite Rivière (Mr. Bhagwan)



To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-


Whether, in regard to the Chairperson of the Mauritius Sports Council, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Council, information as to if (a) its Board has received a request for the increase in his remuneration and other expenses, including petrol allowance and overtime payment for his driver (b) he is entitled to the use of a car and, if so, the conditions of its use and (c) the amount of overtime paid to his driver for the last six months?

Reply

(on Tuesday 24.07.07)

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I am informed that the Board of the Mauritius Sports Council has received no request for increase in the remuneration of its Chairman.  However, the Chairman has made a request for exclusive use of an official car as his responsibilities at the Sports Council have increased since he took office in December 2005.

He has indicated to the Board that he has to:

(i)
effect regular site visits on more than 30 sports infrastructure across the island 
managed by the Council to ensure their proper 
management; and 


(ii)
attend various functions organised by the 


Council, my Ministry, the Mauritius National 


Olympic Committee, Sports Federations and 


Local Authorities.

He has also requested for payment of a petrol allowance of Rs 10,000 monthly and a fixed allowance of Rs 5,000 to the driver responsible for the car.

Taking into consideration these factors, the Board agreed, in principle, to the Chairman being provided exclusive use of an official car to attend sports activities and official functions which most of the time take place at staggered hours and during weekends.

In fact, the Board also agreed to set a monthly ceiling on fuel consumption for the car utilised by the Chairman and for payment of a fixed allowance as overtime to the driver. However, the Board agreed that the proposals be referred to my Ministry for approval prior to implementation. 

Subsequently, on 03 July 2007, the Council sent a letter to my Ministry seeking approval accordingly.

My Ministry has examined the proposals and has noted that, in accordance with the recommendations of the PRB, the Chairman, being a part-time one, is not entitled to the exclusive use of an official car and other related facilities. The Mauritius Sports Council is being informed accordingly.

As regards part (c) of the question, I am informed that for the first six months of the year the Council has paid a total amount of Rs 35,700 in terms of overtime to the driver, that is, an average of Rs 5,950 monthly.

