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B/915
The Honourable Third Member for Curepipe 


and Midlands (Mr. Dowarkasing)



To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-


Whether, in regard to the project for the setting up of an artificial Turf, funded partly by the FIFA and by Government, he will state (a)  the amount of public funds allocated thereto, giving details thereof and (b) if the services of any consultant have been retained for this project and the amount of fees paid, if any?

Reply
(on Tuesday 22.07.08)
Mr Speaker, Sir,

(a)
I wish to inform the House that the installation of an artificial turf at St François Xavier Stadium is totally funded by FIFA, to the tune of Rs 30M. 
However, the host country benefiting from such facility is required to ensure that the stadium be of an acceptable standard in line with the conditions set down by FIFA.
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Accordingly, after consultations with the Mauritius Football Association, necessary arrangements have been made for the reconstruction of the stadium.

An amount of about Rs 77.4M has been earmarked for the financial years 2008/09 and 2009/2010 to that effect.
The stadium can provide for a seating capacity of 5000 persons. However, due to budgetary constraints, the project will comprise the construction of stands with a seating capacity for 2000 persons, in the first instance, parking facilities and all the required finishes to render the stadium operational.

Pending the reconstruction of the stadium, appropriate action has already been taken by my Ministry for the demolition of existing stands and the construction of a new block wall along the main road of the stadium. 
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(b)
With regard to part (b), Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to inform the House that, after obtaining the approval of the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MOFED), the services of a consultancy firm, have been retained for the project for the agreed fixed sum of about Rs 4.3M inclusive of VAT, which represents 6% of the project costs and is in line with the normal rate applicable for such cases.
As at date, an amount of about Rs 500,000 has been paid to the consultancy firm for the preparation of the designs and drawings.
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