ADDRESS BY HON. SYLVIO TANG WAH HING, MINISTER OF YOUTH & SPORTS ON THE OCCASION OF THE MANAGEMENT EXPRESS FORUM BY BRITISH COUNCIL ON TUESDAY 23 OCTOBER 2007 AT LE MERIDIEN HOTEL POINTE AUX PIMENTS.

My Colleagues Ministers,

The Director & Staff, British Council
Professor Gilligan from UK

Ladies & Gentlemen,
It gives me great pleasure to be in your midst today on the occasion of the Management Express Forum “Conquering the Youth Market”, organised by the British Council.
I had the opportunity to attend some of the activities carried out by the British Council recently and I wish to show my appreciation for the good work being done by the British Council for furthering youth empowerment.
I thank the British Council for having invited me today to this forum to be led by such an eminent Professor as Mr. Colin Gillingan, well known worldwide for his great interventions on various marketing topics.
As you are aware, Youth is one of the most precious assets of a nation and is an invaluable resource for development at regional and international levels.
Government relies on the youth, the civil society and other institutions for the socio economic progress of the country. They should understand their significant roles in the socio-economic success and development of their community and nation building.
I am glad that the British Council is further providing institutional support to various stakeholders including Government.
It is the policy of my Ministry to organize a wide range of extra curricular activities for the benefit of our young people, including youth entrepreneurship.
It is essential that the youth be empowered to enhance their leadership, organizational and communication skills to be self dependent and have a quality lifestyle.
Education plays a key role in the empowerment of our population including the young generation. Let me quote from Nelson Mandela, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”, unquote.

We should always acquire knowledge. However, learning is not only the acquisition of new knowledge but rather a life long process of observation and experiences requiring the collaboration of everybody at all levels of operation.

This forum of today will enable us to be more knowledgeable about innovative marketing techniques and benefit from the wide experience acquired by our Professor across the world.
We need such experience as well as emotional intelligence to build up our knowledge hub in order to face the various challenges ahead, namely, competition in the global era, technological advancement, reduced preferential trade areas and barriers of entry in the regional and international markets.
Moreover, I wish to stress again that to attain our goals, we need the participation of all stakeholders, irrespective of creed or colour.
We should also ensure that the principles of good governance are followed in this fierce competition where market prices are soaring.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I take this opportunity to extend to one and all my personal support in ensuring youth empowerment in various regions and at all levels of operation.
Let me again congratulate the British Council for organizing this forum comprising a targeted and specialist audience.

I wish you fruitful discussions with the Professor and thank you for your attention.
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