Speech of Hon. SylvioTang, Minister of Youth and Sports on the occasion of the launching of the document of strategic objectives (HIV-AIDS), Thursday 18 October 2007 at 10h00, Le Sirius, Labourdonnais Waterfront Hotel.

My colleagues’ ministers

Mr. Raj Mudhoo, Senior Chief Executive, PMO
Mrs Veerapen, Senior Chief Executive, Ministry of Health and Quality of Life
Dr. Gopee, Chief Medical Officer

Dr. Mrs. Pathack, National AIDS Coordinator, National AIDS Secretariat

Representatives of NGOS

Distinguished Guests
It gives me great pleasure to address you in the context of the official launching of the National Multisectoral HIV and AIDS Strategic Framework (NSF) for 2007–2011 in which my Ministry has contributed in the recent briefings and workshops organized by the Ministry of Health and Quality of Life.

HIV/AIDS is a matter of great concern around the world and its proliferation will have disastrous effects on our society and the Youth.

There was indeed the need to lay emphasis on the availability of HIV testing facilities, the registration of those facilities, the testing of donated blood, the counselling of persons affected with HIV/AIDS and a system of syringe and needle exchange.
Ladies & Gentlemen
It was high time that a strategic and holistic approach be adopted to combat the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and ensure the well being of our nation.

The issue of HIV/AIDS is indeed considered as taboo and any proposed action should be taken with due consideration after consultation with all stakeholders.
I would like here to highlight the commendable work carried out by my colleague Satish Faugoo and his Ministry in the preparation of this strategic framework which aims at sensitizing and curbing the prevalence of HIV/AIDS.
With the support of all Ministries-Departments-Institutions-Organisations and the Civil Society at large, we should succeed in our efforts towards combating the prevalence of HIV/AIDS.
Today, young people constitute one of the fastest growing groups which run the risk of being affected by HIV/AIDS. These include risky sexual behaviour, experimentation with drugs and alcohol abuse, poverty, peer pressure and lack of information and ignorance of the risks associated with unprotected sexual activity.
It is important for young people to be aware of their rights and have access to health and development facilities, proper information and services, a safe and supportive environment.

My Ministry is working in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Quality of Life in various programmes, namely, awareness campaigns on health related issues, activities to enhance the quality of life of our youth and the community at large through our various youth centres.

The Youth Section of my Ministry has responded to this, though the setting up of a Youth Health Promotion Unit which organizes a series of activities and programmes on HIV-AIDS prevention.

These actions are directed to our young people in colleges and youth clubs and I am happy to state that we are continuing on this commitment – to sensitize as many young people as possible.

Colleges where HIV/AIDS sensitisations were held – Ebène, Rivière du Rempart, Pamplemousses, Royal College Port-Louis, City College Port-Louis, Case Noyale SSS, St Mary’s College Rose-Hill, Loretto College Mahebourg, College Ville Soeurs Rose-Hill, among others.

Our target for the next financial year is to touch all the 160 secondary schools (Form V & Form VI students) to reach approximately 25 000 youth.

We are also embarking on a programme in our 22 youth centres and villages surrounding them to reach about 5 000 out of school youth.

And to name a few are the following which have met with a lot of success – talks, seminars forums, youth camps, workshops, cyclo-rally and youth carnivals.

Various strategies have also been adopted to launch our campaigns. Among others, I can mention the training of youth cadres, training of peer educators, the production of information and educational materials and also our close working relationships with many government and NGO’s.

One of the communication tools which has been explored to better market our campaign, is the Power Point Presentation on AIDS and this activity has proved to be very popular among the youth especially students being given that they have access to ICT facilities.

In December last year, in the context of the celebrations of International Aids Day, young people from our 22 Youth Centres gathered at the Helvetia Youth Centre and presented projects during a whole day which was very interactive, using Power Point.

On the other side, seventy two colleges were also involved in a National Power Point Presentation which culminated in a Grand Final in May this year which have proved to be very successful and the enthusiasm of the participating colleges was very obvious.
It is imperative that we should all together make the necessary efforts and provide the required support for the prevention of the prevalence of HIV/Aids amongst our society and specially our youth.
Thank you.
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