Speech of Honourable Sylvio Tang, Minister of Youth and Sports, for the Indira Gandhi Centre for Indian Culture – Wednesday 11th October, 2006 at 17h00.
His Royal Highness, Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex

My colleagues ministers

The Mayor of Vacoas-Phoenix, Mr. Hiren Janky

His Excellency, The British High Commissioner, Mr. Anthony Godson
The Permanent Secretary of my ministry and also Chairman of the National Youth Achievement Award, Mr. Anba Veerasamy

Award participants and volunteers

Distinguished Guests

I would like, right at the outset, to extend a very warm welcome to His Royal Highness, the Earl of Wessex, who has gratified us with the privilege and honour to be in our midst, on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the National Youth Achievement Award in Mauritius.
As you all know, this is a fully comprehensive programme for the development of young people, initiated in 1956 by His Royal Highness illustrious father, the Duke of Edinburgh.
Ten years later, this programme was introduced in Mauritius.
The presence of His Royal Highness on this important occasion is not only beneficial but will also highly motivate our present and future participants as well as our many volunteers who have devoted their precious time and energy in sharing their knowledge and experience in the promotion of the award.
We have therefore seized this golden opportunity to present for the first time a Recognition Certificate to eighteen highly deserving volunteers for their exemplary continuous service for more than ten years in the development of the award.

Young people are our future and developing them to their full potential is one of the top priorities of the present government.

The Award has taught so many young people to develop and maximize their potential through selfless community service, Challenge of adventure, Skills development and physical recreation.

This has made them valuable individuals who are contributing effectively to their societies and the nation as a whole.
And I have found that the best practical way to develop this huge reservoir of talent is through their participation in the National Youth Achievement Award which my Ministry firmly believes to be the programme of choice for the youth of the Republic of this country as indicated by the International Secretariat’s vision and plan of action.
As in the one hundred and twelve countries throughout the world where the Award Programme is operating, the “National Youth Achievement Award” develops the skills of young people in a variety of crucial fields; community service development, sports, adventure and vocational skills training over a one to three year period through a Bronze, Silver and finally a Gold Level participation.

Statistics have shown that the Award family in Mauritius is more than fifty thousand since the introduction of the programme in 1966 and the number of young people who have succeeded in obtaining their Gold Award has gone over two thousand.
Presently, Award Units are being created in the main youth movements and in some colleges so that they enjoy greater autonomy in running the programme which is gaining momentum.

The target for the next three years will be to ensure that all colleges and youth organisations operate the programme, so as to enlist the participation of an increasing number of young people.

Consequently to realize the above goal, the need to have recourse to the resources of Award Volunteers will be more pressing. I am confident that they will respond positively.
And here I am pleased to note that Gold Award Holders occupies many important positions like managers, entrepreneurs and high level officials in the public and private sectors.

My Ministry is very thankful to all those who, although very busy in their work, are still lending their precious support as Award Leaders, Assessors, Expedition Supervisors, Trainers, members of Regional and National Committees and also as marketing agents of the programme.

Many of them have played a very significant role in the development of the programme throughout the country for the past forty years.

The genuine empowerment that has taken place and which is being utilized by the serving young participants, is heart warming and is a tribute to the determination of our young people to uphold the spirit of the Award.

I would like to express to them my appreciation for their good work and urge them to continue to offer their invaluable contribution for the cause of youth development. The country needs them for their knowledge, skills and experiences.

I, therefore, fully support the philosophy which the Award teaches and instills in our youth – volunteerism, an essential element for the success of the programme.

Every young people possesses a unique combination of skills and interests and this is recognised and developed through his or her participation in the Award. Life Skills, good behaviour, self help, self reliance, leadership and perseverance are inherent elements of the programme.
I am deeply happy to note that some of the persons who will be presented with Recognition Certificates today are Gold Award Holders who have been acting as volunteers for the past ten to fifteen years in the promotion of the Award among our young people.

This programme would not be what it is today without truly dedicated and highly committed role models like them.

Today, the presence of His Royal Highness to this presentation ceremony will, no doubt, give added value to those volunteers who had spared no time in putting their energies and efforts at the disposal of many young people in helping them take and pursue the award.

They have been part and parcel of our staff and as volunteers, they have always provided their precious services to sustain this programme which is invaluable to our youth.

My sincere congratulations and heartfelt thanks are extended to all recipients and also to the hundreds of volunteers who have also been giving their precious time for the promotion of the Award.

May I wish that we continue together to build on the foundation of the past and reach greater heights for the benefit of all our young people.

By so doing, we will be making sure that today’s youth will have the required tools at their disposal to become tomorrow’s leaders.
Finally, I wish to express my deep thanks to His Royal Highness for his distinguished presence among us on this special occasion.
Thank you.
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