Statement by Honorable Sylvio Tang Wah Hing, Minister of Youth & Sports in the National Assembly on Wednesday 13 December 2006

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

With your permission, I would like to make a statement to the House regarding the outcome of the enquiry conducted by the team of the “Fédération Internationale de Volleyball” concerning the allegations of mismanagement of funds of the Mauritius Volleyball Association during the Women’s African Cup of Clubs Championship in Volleyball held in Mauritius in April 2006.

On 05 December 2006, in my reply to Parliamentary Question B/1586, I have informed the House of the visit of two representatives of the “Fédération Internationale de Volleyball” to Mauritius last week to carry out the enquiry.

The enquiry team comprised Mr. Tubby Reddy, 1st Vice President of the ‘Confédération Africaine de Volleyball’ and Member of Board of the “Fédération Internationale de Volleyball” and Mr. Vasavan Samuel, President of the Legal Commission of the “Confédération Africaine de Volleyball” and Member of the Legal Commission of “Fédération Internationale de Volleyball”.

During their stay in Mauritius, they had interviewed all the parties concerned with the conflict at the level of the Mauritius Volleyball Association. 
They have completed their enquiry and have submitted their report to me on 11 December 2006.

The report also contains the findings of the audit commissioned by the Mauritius Sports Council on allegations of missing funds regarding the organization of Women’s African Clubs Championship and on the accounts of the Mauritius Volleyball Association for the period 01 January 2006 to 31 July 2006.

The audit, which was carried out by a professional firm of Accountant, highlights that all funds collected by the Mauritius Volleyball Association during the period 01 January 2006 to 31 July 2006, had been duly accounted for and the relevant evidences had been produced in support of all payments made during that period. However, it has also highlighted certain weaknesses in the accounting procedures.

In its report, the enquiry team has confirmed that there was in fact no evidence of misappropriation of funds in the Women’s African Cup of Clubs Championship as alleged or illegal use of funds of the Mauritius Volleyball Association.
However, they have highlighted that there was evidence of ignorance of proper accounting procedures and governance measures.
The report recommends among other things that:

(a)
my Ministry provides assistance for continuous audit and assessment and the Managing Committee of the Mauritius Volleyball Association to attend a training course in financial management;

(b)
disciplinary measures be envisaged without delay against three  persons who had initiated the allegations, namely a former member of the Mauritius Volleyball Association, a coach and the present Administrative Secretary of the Mauritius Volleyball Association; and

(c)
a copy of the report be sent to all clubs for their information so that they be appraised of the state of affairs in Mauritian volleyball.

The report is already made public and I am placing a copy thereof in the library of the National Assembly.
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