Speech of Honourable Sylvio Tang Wah Hing, Minister of Youth & Sports on the occasion of the budget, Saturday 17 June 2006.

Mr Speaker Sir,
It is a matter of great satisfaction that the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Development, while announcing the philosophy of economic and social policies of the government, with no less than 40 daring measures, has taken the initiative to leave Ministers concerned to announce the orientation of their Ministries during their interventions at the National Assembly.

It is therefore a privilege and an honour to be given the opportunity as the first Cabinet Minister to address this August Assembly on the Budget Speech 2006-2007.

One of the merits of this Budget is its preoccupation with the prosperity of our citizens within a changing global economy.  This Budget is a clear testimony that Mauritius needs to adopt a new vision especially at a time each one of us is now more fully involved in a global economic system than were our parents and grandparents.  Today’s global economy is genuinely borderless: information, capital and innovation flow all over the world at top speed, enabled by technology and fuelled by people’s desires for access to the best quality of life.  We are proud to note that unlike conventional Budget speeches, the main underpinning of this year’s Budget is undoubtedly the proactive approach to the changing map of production, trade and investment and most specifically with a presentation of innovative ways and means to address the globalizing processes at work in our island economy in view of helping our country to face the challenges and opportunities of the new geo-economy.  In short, there is a swing of the pendulum in attitudes and mechanisms to further develop our economy in the interest of our PEOPLE at large.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Development has emphasised, in the Empowerment Programme, the social responsibility of the government in empowering young people without any skill, young graduates and new ones coming on the labour market.

It is a matter of concern that certain people still cannot reconcile the fact that l’Alliance Sociale has been entrusted by the population with the responsibility of governing this country for a full mandate of 5 years. This has been reiterated massively by the population of Mauritius on two other occasions, during the Municipal and Village Council Elections.

While we fully agree that it is the duty and responsibility of the opposition to act as “Chien de garde”, express their disagreement on national issues and come forward with counter proposals, there seems to prevail an atmosphere of demagogy. It appears that certain people forget that we are here for hardly a year. The result of what we are facing today has not been our doing. We know what has been the financial consequence of the SIDS Conference, Post Office Pension, and the expenses involved in the construction of the Swami Vivekananda International Conference Centre. Pleading ignorance will be sheer hypocrisy, as the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Development has been more than explicit thereon. Indeed, he laid emphasis on the various skeletons which were hidden in cupboards, this is why I would like to congratulate Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Development for his determination to clean up all the skeletons in order to prevent Ghostbusters to hover around our government. In other words, Mr Speaker, Sir, we have to “Empêche diable faire nous le tour”.

I remember having said that the leaders of sports federations should not go down in history as “pigeons voyageurs” and today I am asking some of my friends in the opposition to avoid being regarded as “pigeons de malheur”.
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

There has been a criticism in this House to the effect that the budget of My Ministry has been decreased. In fact, this is totally incorrect as the overall recurrent budget of My Ministry has been increased from some Rs 186 millions in 2005-2006 to some Rs 187 millions for the year 2006-2007.
If I have a personal wish to make, it is that in future parliamentary debates be transmitted live on TV, so that the public may be in a better position to make their own judgement.
One of the main philosophies of this budget is that Ministries and Parastatal bodies fully apprehend that public money cannot in the least be subject to wastage. Stricter control on expenditure, transparency and accountability should be the dominating elements in all decision-taking process.

You will recall that when the responsibility of Minister of Youth and Sports was conferred on me, I carried out an audit to have an overview of the situation in sports in the Republic of Mauritius. I also made an in house “constat” of the functioning of the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Sports Council, other related areas and the stakeholders.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the “constat” revealed some very disturbing realities – the concept of Regionalisation has not been achieved.
The underlying philosophy of the Sports Act has not been attained. In fact, there have been amendments after amendments to the Act, but to no avail. At one point in time, just on the eve of the last General Elections, the former Minister has had recourse to last minute derogation simply because the majority of the Sports Federations were not in compliance with the provisions of Sports act on the issue relating to regionalisation.
The crude fact is that Sports Federations are still facing difficulties to comply with the provisions of the Act. Most people in the field of sports agree that this Act should be revisited to meet the aspiration of the sporting community at large. Consultations have already started and very soon amendments will be brought to the Act to meet the aspiration of the sporting community.
My Ministry has already worked out the draft legislation and will soon consult the State Law Office to finalise the amended Sports Act and to present it to the National Assembly.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the second major “constat” revealed yet another shocking reality with regard to sports facilities. Some were not constructed according to norms and were devoid of the basic equipment, others were not well maintained and posed a threat to the security and safety of sports persons.

Recently, I witnessed during the MFA Cup final, three weeks ago, held at George V stadium that the Mauritius Football Association was on the point of using candles for completion of the match as no provision was made for lighting facilities on such a major stadium. What a shame, Mr. Speaker, Sir, when we know fully well the colossal amount which were spent – nearly 200 millions rupees – in the context of the renovation works for the Jeux des Îles de l’Océan Indien held in Mauritius in 2003. Even no provision was made for a proper drainage system, resulting in flooding of the playground during heavy rainfall. My Ministry has already initiated appropriate action for the lighting of this stadium and my Ministry in collaboration with the MPI, the Ministry of Environment and the NDU are looking into the problem of drainage with a view to finding an appropriate solution.
Another disturbing fact is that the sports infrastructures were under-utilised. The Harry Latour Stadium in Mahébourg which was closed for about 2 years, thus depriving of football matches and training, has been made operational within a period of two months as from October 2005.
This government is coming with bold decisions to allow the average Mauritians and the sporting community to have access to sports facilities in ten colleges as a first step. A Memorandum of Understanding will be signed in early July with my colleague the Minister of Education and Human Resources. Thus, bringing a new culture of sports.
In the same context, I am working with my colleague the Minister of Education and Human Resources so that P. E. teachers may have a more significant role to play in the promotion and development of sports at schools.
The House will recall that this Government had already spelt out its “politique sportive” well in advance. The main pillars of this Programme rest on:

· Democratisation of sports

· Incentives to high level athletes

· Optimum utilisation of sports facilities

· Training of Cadres

In order to make the maximum use of the resources in my Ministry, I made arrangements for re-organising the different units by redeployment of technical cadres. A cluster system was set up to better monitor work of all categories of sports cadres for more efficiency.

Brainstorming sessions were organised and the suggestions thereof were retained for re-engineering both Youth and Sports sections of my Ministry.
The exercise carried out by the re-organisation of the sports section has started paying dividends. I am monitoring the situation closely and will make adjustment if the need is felt for improving the service, because we strongly believe that people should be at the centre of our pre-occupation.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I strongly believe that “LA FORMATION” remains one of the main pillars of success and progress for optimum results and excellence in sports.

One of my first priorities on assuming the portfolio of Minister of Youth and Sports was to re-visit the Training Centres and Centres de Formation both at our regional and national levels. A new structure and orientation was warranted as these centres were operating in a wayward manner, thus not giving the desired results. It needed courage and I did not hesitate to provide autonomy in the real sense to Federations to manage their Training Centres, respecting the policy that equal opportunity be given to all promising athletes in different regions of Mauritius.

In that context, my Ministry provided necessary funding directly to the Sports Federations for the smooth running of “Écoles de Sports”. Likewise, training centres in athletic, basketball, boxing, football, judo, handball and volleyball have had the necessary boost up. An amount of Rs 2.3 m was provided for training of high level athletes who will be called upon to represent the Republic of Mauritius in the near future in major competitions.

For that matter, I must also add that the training of cadres is not neglected. Appropriate funds are equally provided to sports federations for courses leading to “Brevet d’État de Cadre Sportif” (BECS). 300 coaches have so far been formed.

Assistance to Federations

In line with our objective to increase participation in sport and encourage high-level athletes to achieve excellence my Ministry will continue to grant financial assistance to sports federations. And will also provide them with logistics and the necessary technical back up.

However, I must say that since I took office I have observed that many sports federations are not fulfilling their role as national governing bodies in their mission for the development and promotion of their respective sport.

I am therefore proposing to set performance indicators and benchmarks to monitor and assess the achievements of sports federations on a yearly basis. At a time when public funds are scarce we would like to see more responsibility and accountability for every cent being spent.
High Level Athletes

Mr Speaker, Sir, one of my Ministry’s commitments is to provide necessary motivation to our high level athletes to achieve excellence in sports. The House will recall that my Ministry provided appropriate assistance to elite athletes to participate in the last World Championships in Athletics held in Helsinki and the recent Commonwealth Games held in Australia, among others, where our athletes had achieved some outstanding results. Presently, 131 athletes in 9 sports disciplines are benefiting from a monthly cash allowance totalling about Rs 4.5 m annually.
Furthermore attractive cash prizes were given to athletes for their performance. My Ministry has awarded a total amount of Rs 473,000/- as cash prize to athletes who have been performing at International sports competitions.

In line with this policy, my Ministry is currently working on a new Cash Prize Scheme and financial assistance to be provided to High Level Athletes to further motivate them to achieve excellence in sports.

Young Talents to take over

The idea for the creation of the project “Sport-Etudes” is appealing indeed. However, great care must be taken to ensure that its implementation in local context be not the cause for concern or frustration. We shall therefore ask the Trust Fund for Excellence in Sports to work in collaboration with the University of Mauritius, which has the relevant expertise and to submit appropriate proposals.
Sport de Masse
Conscious of the fact that Mauritius is one of the countries where the rate of diabetes and cardiac problems is very high, my Ministry is paying special attention for encouraging young and old to practise sports for their well-being and recreation.

Our collaboration with the Ministry of Women’s Right, Child Development, Family Welfare and Consumer Protection, Local Authorities and other stakeholders is an ongoing process. To further enhance the development of sports for all, my Ministry has set up various training centres at different public beaches for encouraging mass swimming. Many persons have attended these sessions. These free initiation programmes were initially organised at 4 popular beaches, but as there has been an increased demand for such courses, the number of beaches were extended to 6 this year. Likewise, my Ministry is planning programme for the mass, such as “Run for Fun”, keep fit activities, Tae Kwon Do initiation in community and women centres, Beach Volley among others.

MSSSA
The Mauritius Secondary School Sports Association (MSSSA) has for long been the ideal “Pepinière” for upcoming and potential athletes. It is now time Mr Speaker, Sir, not to continue “à tourner autour du pot”, but to take a bold decision. In order to give new impetus to school Sports and to create a real culture of Sports among the younger generation, I am proposing to review the Inter-College Sports Competitions. A new formula will shortly be proposed for relaunching sports in secondary schools in consultation with the Ministry of Education and Human Resources and other stakeholders.
In the context of sports development in Mauritius with the objective to make people have access to sports, my Ministry will organise sports activities all year round. The programme would consist of organisation of Inter-regional competitions, festival des sports, competitions for youth under 15 years, regional games and many others.
Preparations are on going for hosting the 5th CJSOI Games to be held in Mauritius from 31st July to 5th August 2006. Government is providing necessary funding to the tune of Rs 7.5 m for this major happening where the athletes of Mayotte will participate as a separate entity for the first time in the CJSOI Games.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the House will recall that this historical decision on the issue of Mayotte was taken at an Extraordinary Ministerial meeting held in Mauritius in December 2005, that is, after 17 years of deadlock.
In the same trend my Ministry is also providing necessary assistance to the tune of Rs 7 m for the organisation of the 15th African Athletic Championships to be held from 9th to 13th August 2006 in Mauritius.
Likewise, preparations are on for our participation in major competitions, namely:

· Indian Ocean Islands Games 2007 in Madagascar

· African Athletic Championship 2007 in Algeria

· Olympic Games 2008 in Beijing

· And other International Competitions scheduled abroad and in Mauritius during the year 2006-2007

My Ministry will continue to provide financial and logistic support to sports federations to host major International Events as this will provide an excellent opportunity for more collaboration and exchange of expertise with the elite of other countries.

It is to be noted that lately Mauritius hosted:

· World Championship in French Boxing where Geraldo Thomasso was proclaimed World Champion in December last
· Thomas and Uber Cup and Mauritius Internationals in Badminton with the participation of about 135 foreign players

· African Championship in Volleyball for women in April 2006

· African Championship in Judo with the participation of 22 African countries.

Doping

Government has approved the ratification of the UNESCO convention against doping in sports. This will be finalised soon. The Anti-Doping Unit which was dormant since its creation a few years back, is now fully operational.

Mr Speaker, Sir, football is still considered as the “Sport Roi” of the Republic. I know that these days most of us are spending sleepless nights watching our favourite teams. This no doubt, gives us an idea of the importance of football at national level.

In this context, government has set up a Ministerial Committee at the end of 2005 with a view to relaunching football. The committee has had several meetings and has come with relevant proposals to give a boost to football. The committee will be meeting shortly to finalise its proposals.

However, in the meantime and in the light of the discussions held at the Ministerial Meetings, appropriate steps are being taken to improve the situation. In this context, recently, at the MFA Cup final, between Curepipe Starlight and Savanne SC, three weeks ago, more than 3000 spectators were present at the stadium, showing regain of interest in our football.
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

Allow me now to hint at the main programme that my Ministry proposes to initiate and consolidate in the Youth sector.

The institution of the Empowerment Programme as enunciated in the Budget will no doubt broaden the circle of opportunities for our young people who will be joining the Labour market and for those who need to acquire new skills which will open new avenues for them and ensure that they become economically independent and thereby contribute in the National effort. In this context, my Ministry is initiating for young people the Youth Enterprise Programme which will have the following contents:

1. To initiate skills Development Programme in IT, Farming, Handicraft with a view to reducing poverty among school drop outs. The aspects to be covered are training, skills and Trade.

2. To provide the desired and needed information, with the help and technical input of specialised institutions, for the setting up of SMES by unemployed youth.

3. To develop an awareness on Youth Enterprise Development for students in 100 Colleges and prepare them to move confidently in the world of work

4. The holding of an annual “Salon de l’Entreprenariat” to promote SMES in collaboration with the Ministry of Industry.
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

On Thursday last, we were at Panchavati. If one were to ask whether he knows any area of exclusion, Panchavati would be the ideal answer. It is an area where people live in exclusion, unaware of the possibilities that they may have to launch their SME’s. It is an area where the Prime minister made the bitter experience, before the by-Elections at Rivière du Rempart in 2003, when he learned that two daughters of the same family attended primary schools on alternate days, because of inability to afford bus fares. The organisation of launching the ceremony of the “Caravanes de l’Entreprenauriat” was highly symbolical with a very positive signal to all the disadvantaged people in this country.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

Our young people are presently facing numerous difficulties and very often find themselves in ambivalent situations. They need to be informed and their awareness sharpened so that they can take appropriate decisions at the right time. My Ministry is launching a Sensitization Campaign on the problems affecting young people. This campaign will be held in some 100 state and private secondary schools to create awareness in the fight against HIV/AIDS, drugs and alcohol and other social problems.
My Ministry will further promote the National Youth Achievement Award, formally known as the Duke of Edinburgh Award. It is a programme that enables young people to acquire new skills, favour attitude-change, internalise basic values and enforce personality-development. This year, there will be various activities to celebrate its 40 years in Mauritius. To mark this occasion, His Royal Highness, Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex, will be present in October this year.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

My Ministry will continue to emphasise the need for recreational activities, more specifically during School Holidays. These activities will include educational and discovery tours, organised camping with self catering, a five day “Caravane de Sensibilisation” on HIV/AIDS around the island with the collaboration of the Ministry of Health. As my Ministry has a policy of inclusion, provision is also being made for recreational activities for our disabled friends in all ten regions.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

The Youth Centres, 22 in number, will be made more lively and friendly. To give an impulse to creativity, a “Journée de la Culture, Théâtre et Peinture” will feature in the programme of each of the Youth Centres. Likewise, more interaction will be encouraged with users’ parents and environmental resources.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

The National Youth Policy which was launched in February 2000 will be reviewed. A new strategic plan will be formulated through a National Forum with stakeholders and with the support of the Commonwealth Youth Forum in view of present and emerging challenges which the youth population are facing today.

Furthermore, in line with the policy as set out by the Commonwealth Youth Programme young people will be given the opportunity to participate in a Youth Parliament Forum, so that they can discuss, be knowledgeable about and familiarise themselves with democratic processes.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

All the programmes that have been mentioned above, will of course be implemented or consolidated with the stakeholders and experts from various specialised institutions, as my Ministry lays special stress on a very professional approach to youth and social work. Further, my Ministry will be recruiting 18 Youth Officers soon with a view to strengthening the Youth division, so that it may be better equipped to implement the various youth programmes throughout the island.
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

The regular interaction my Ministry continues to develop with Regional and International Organisations of which my Ministry forms part, will no doubt facilitate implementation of projects, mutually beneficial, and address new issues, as the need arises.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

My Ministry will ensure that the budget provided for the development of our young people, both in the sports and youth sectors be used judiciously and transparently.

The country needs well balanced young people, dynamic, creative, skilled, hard-working, goal-oriented, and patriotic. For, the future depends on them. This budget will act as a springboard to make them lively, responsible and committed to positively face challenges.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

May I conclude by expressing my thanks to the Right Honourable Prime minister who, through his able leadership and vision, has always at heart the determination to protect the interests of the most vulnerable citizens of our country. He has thus, together with the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Development, striven to ensure that this budget reflects a new vision charting a brighter future for our young people.
The quotation from the Scottish Philosopher, Thomas Carlyle (1846) provides a reflection on the merit and vision of this Budget:

“Man is a vulnerable species.

We need weapons to protect ourselves, tools to assist us but to compete, excel or survive, we must have a plan”.

Thank you Mr. Speaker, Sir.
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