Speech by Hon. Satyaprakash Ritoo, Minister of Youth and Sports
Address on Government Programme 2010-2015 in the National Assembly on tuesday 10 August 2010.
1.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, first of all I wish to extend to all Honourable Members on both sides of the House my sincere congratulations on their election to serve the National Assembly, our people and the  country.
2.
I am indeed greatly touched by the renewed trust placed in me by the inhabitants of Constituency No. 5 Pamplemousses/Triolet whom I have the honour and privilege to represent in the National Assembly.   To them I pledge that I will always be ‘a l’écoute’, accessible and by their side whenever they need me.
3.
I also wish to convey my special thanks to the Honourable Prime Minister, Dr. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, who has offered me the opportunity to stand as a candidate by his side and to serve the country in a Ministerial capacity once again under his inspiring, sagacious, visionary and dynamic leadership and unequalled statesmanship.  This renewed trust and confidence has doubled my energy to continue with the work started some 20 months ago.  I am even more proud to form part of a team of true and dedicated patriots who are ready to brace challenges, in all their forms.
4.
I have a special word for you Mr. Speaker, Sir and for the Deputy Speaker for the impartial and professional manner in which you conduct the affairs of this Assembly. Last but not least, I, convey my appreciation to my ‘collistier’ Hon. Satish Faugoo for always being by my side to attend our constituents and the country as a whole.

5.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, to come back to the Youth and Sports Sector which responsibility has been conferred upon me, I will add that my Ministry deals with the formulation and implementation of Government policies in the field of Youth and Sports.  As such our mission is to create an enabling environment and act as a catalyst and facilitator for the promotion and development of youth and sports at regional, national and international levels.  Our vision is to be responsive to the aspirations and needs of our young people, empowering them for a better future and fostering a culture of sports among them and all Mauritian citizens.

6.
Since I took office in September 2008, I can humbly say that my Ministry has made remarkable achievements and indeed I had the collaboration of all stakeholders in the sector who I would like to thank for their positive response and unflinching support.
 7.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I explain to the House my plan of action for the next five years, it will not be futile for me to briefly delve on what we have been able to achieve during my last ministerial mandate of twenty months.  In fact, as an ex high level sportsmen and due to my proximity with our athletes and our youth, I have been able to change the outlook of considering the Sporting and Youth activities as a secondary and negligible sector into a challenging and dynamic Sector.   Thus one has to go through our local newspapers and see the extensive coverage given to sports in general to understand the ever increasing importance of sporting activities in our daily life.

8.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, indeed the new orientation given to our youth and sports policy has instilled an insatiable enthusiasm in our sportsman and our youngsters to strive and outreach others.

9.
Indeed, Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a matter of example, the performance of Mauritian athletes at International level during my tenure of office has been remarkable.  They won more than 70 medals in various international competitions in year 2009 without forgetting the recent World Champion in Kickboxing in the person of Mr. Agathe.  What more could I ask from them.

 10.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, at a time when economic recession has been looming on us, Mauritius has been one of the rare countries to become a sports competition platform at continental level.  Thus we organized several African and other international competitions on our soil and we plan to organize many more in the coming years.

11.
On the local scene as well, the objectives that we had set earlier have been attained.  Thus to promote ‘sports de mass’ and to inculcate a culture of sports in our children since their tender age several sports competitions for young people such as the FIFA Grass  Root Project (Football tournaments for Primary School Children), the Jeux de L’avenir, Jeux de l’Espoir and the Inter-University Games have been organized. These games have had a lot of success and have instilled enthusiasm among young people.  Side by side, these competitions have also enabled our Federations to detect promising athletes who will now be groomed to ‘prendre la relève’.
12.
Now to encourage our athletes to perform better and to compensate them for their performance we have created an enabling environment and given financial incentives to encourage them give their best.  To name a few measures taken:-
(i)
the amount awarded under the cash prize schemes to deserving athletes has been increased considerably;
(ii)
the allowance allocated to high level athletes to finance their training has also been revised upwards and the criteria for eligibility has been reviewed to enable more athletes to benefit from the allowance;

(iii)
pocket money allocated for participation in International competition has also been increased;

(iv)
the objectives of the Trust Fund for Excellence in Sports  have been widened to enable more sports disciplines and their athletes to be eligible for benefits granted by the Trust and to encourage our sports prominent students to join the Sport-Etudes Programme..

(v)
the CNFF has been re-opened to cater for promising young football players with the assistance of a DTN.
(vi)
The “Club Maurice Cttee” has been set up to provide the proper encadrement and psychological support to athletes participating in international competition.

(vii)
Financial assistance to Federations has continued with the introduction of a performance based approach.
(viii)
Our relationship with major international partners such as WADA, CONFEJES, CJSOI, SCSA & CIJ has been strengthened and we have been assigned important responsibilities in each of them.  The list is long.

13.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in parallel, if we want our athletes to excel and achieve excellence we also require to provide them with adequate and suitable infrastructural facilities to train in best conditions.  To that effect, upgrading works have been carried out on several sports infrastructure, without forgetting our first synthetic ground at St. François Xavier Stadium and the returfing of Anjalay, George V, August Volaire and G. Commarmond Stadia.  The upcoming projects lined up for implementation in the coming years are many and I will elaborate on them shortly.
14.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, young people constitutes a dynamic force for social harmony, democracy and equality.  They are an essential resource for sustainable development and are the very foundation upon which a nation is built.  In this respect, the Honourable Prime Minister launched our National Youth Policy 2010-2014 at the Grand Bay Conference Centre in 2009.  The objective of this policy is to give a new orientation to our youth in the wake of changing needs, aspirations and inescapable challenges.  The policy therefore aims at identifying existing gaps and steering our youth in the right direction so that they assume their responsibilities and be a responsive partner in the strengthening of our society and the cementing of our democracy.  An action plan has been prepared for the implementation of the National Youth Policy 2010-2014.  Other measures taken by my Ministry for the development and empowerment of the youth include the National Youth Achievement Award, Youth Excellence Award, Disaster Management and Leadership and disaster management courses amongst others.
15.
Mr. Speaker Sir, the Youth Policy on which we have embarked for the next two years is ambitious and calls for a complete overhaul of the belief and outlook  and vision for our youth.   With this new policy, I am sure, will emerge a young nation who will have no choice than to think and act “autrement”.

16.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the measures announced in the Government Programme for the youth and sports sector fits like a glove within the policy, already enunciated to democratize sports, to develop a culture of sports among all Mauritian citizens irrespective of their age and to empower our youth to become responsible citizens, and to fend for themselves.  It will therefore, be a ‘politique de continuité’ with special emphasis on sports as a means to promote health, wealth, education, social integration, human development and peace building amidst the nation.

17.
In fact, Mr. Speaker, Sir, Sports, Health and Wellness go hand in hand. Sports keep us fit, give us a sense of purpose and freedom and relieve us of day to day stresses and protect us against non-communicable diseases like obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular diseases.

18.
 Sports as a means to promote Education is another aspect to which my Ministry is giving all its importance. In fact, the importance of sports in Education can be gauged by the way it helps in inculcating values such as dedication, discipline and responsibility in children, at the same time teaching them many life lessons. I would therefore commend the initiative of my colleague the Minister of Education to have introduced physical Education as an examinable subject in schools.
19.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, apart from being a meaningful leisure activity, sport can be used to work towards an improvement of the social integration of people who are confronted with a multitude of problems. Sport is an invaluable factor in the process of building self-respect. Sport is also the only hobby shared by people who are on the verge of social isolation. We can build social integrity by promoting active participation in sporting events.

20. Mr. Speaker, Sir, the causes of crime and disaffection among our young people are complex and multi dimensional. It would be unrealistic on my part to claim that sport alone can reduce the levels of youth crime in society. However, sports along with constructive leisure and cultural activities have become important driven initiatives to divert offenders and young people at risk, away from crime thus giving them a challenge, an adventure, and a sense of purpose.
21.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we do not want anybody to be left astray.  Thus, we will ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities to participate and take an equal part with others in youth and sports activities are preserved. How can I remain insensitive to the fact that out of 19 Gold Medals won by Mauritius at the recent CJSOI Games, 10 came from those disciplines reserved for the physically handicapped people. I seize this opportunity to congratulate and thank them once again and I can reiterate my full support to them.

22.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we will also strive to provide clean athletes and clean sports and harmonise actions for our fight against doping in sports.  Of course, we will also endeavour for gender equality in youth and sports activities, thus encouraging our kids to start sports activities at their tender age, more women and girls to practice sports as leisure and as a professional activity.

22.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, practicing sports calls for a lot of goodwill, stamina, patience and funding because it costs a lot to be a high level sportsman.  Thus to palliate for this inevitable “manquement” despite all efforts of Government, my Ministry will, as a measure to mobilize financial resources, promote innovative funding mechanisms including sponsorship, lottotech and CSR money.  Funds coming from these sources will be a major relief for several sports disciplines which call for huge investments.

23.
In short, Mr. Speaker Sir, our aim in the coming years is to use sports as a vehicle to foster development, safeguard the health of the nation, prevent diseases, empower our girls and women and foster the social inclusion of our fellow countrymen suffering from disabilities.  The more so, sports is bound in the near future to occupy a consolidated place in cross cutting development strategies and our national policies.

24.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, let me now come to new projects announced in the government programme 2010-2015.  Government will continue to give a special attention to our youth and an Action Plan based on our National Youth Policy is ready for implementation.  This plan encompasses a series of new programmes for the personal growth of our young people and empowerment as well as their active participation in the economic and social development of the country.  These programmes will not only ensure that our Youth contribute to the betterment of society but they also develop special skills to become self-enterprising and a vital economic support for their parents.
25.
With a view to giving a new boost to the youth sector and coupled with the National Youth Policy, my Ministry will soon review the National Youth Council Act.  To better reach young people around the island, new youth centres will be constructed in regions where no such facilities exist so that our youngsters can spend their leisure time in such activities which stimulate their personal growth and forbid them to err unnecessarily.
26.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in pursuance of Government’s policy to democratize sports and to encourage more people to practice sports, an Integrated Strategic Plan for sports will be prepared in consultation with sports federations and the National Olympic Committee.   We want to have a healthy nation and this can be possible only if the population at large and without any distinction is provided with opportunities and facilities to practice a sport of their choice.
Side by side, we will optimize the use of our existing infrastructures.  And I am glad to say that my colleagues the Minister of Education and the Minister of Local Government  are giving me full support to use their infrastructural facilities so that we can bring ‘sports to the people and to every family’.
27.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, along with our policy to continuously  maintain and upgrade our sports and youth infrastructure, new projects will be implemented such as the construction of a modern football stadium in the South of the Island, a region which is deprived of such a facility till now.  As I am on football, I admit that no country will ever envy the plight in which our local football has engulfed itself.  As crying over spill milk is not a solution, I will not delve into the causes for this state of affairs as they will be painful and futile.  However, I am doing my utmost to try clean the mess around Mauritian football.  Thus, in order to revive local football, the recommendations of the Steering Committee on football are being implemented. 
28.
With the help of the private sector we have started investing in our young and promising football players and their performances speak for themselves. How can I not therefore mention the recent progress achieved by our Junior Teams in football in a short time. After our under 13 selection’s victory in the Kleber Picard Tournament, our under 17 team brought nothing less than the Gold Medal from the CJSOI Games. Our under 20 Team made us proud by beating the Zambian Team last Sunday. I am therefore satisfied that investing in our young players has not gone futile. The results are encouraging and we will continue with the task started. Mr. Speaker, Sir, to provide our football teams with all facilities towards professionalization, several football grounds will be upgraded, provided with lighting facilities and allocated to first and second division football teams for training and competition purposes.   The grant from government to First and Second Division Teams will be doubled to enable them restructure their club, improve the package offered to players and to professionalise football.
29.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, while it is true that we are not excelling in football and other team sports, it is also true that the performance of our athletes in several individual sports has been really remarkable.  Thus my Ministry will continue to provide technical and financial support to sport federations both Olympic and Paralympics on the understanding that they will play the game, prove to be performing and are in compliance with the Sports Act.
30.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have to move with time and there are a lot of other sports disciplines in which we can outshine others, I am sure, and which only need a push.  Thus we are promoting new disciplines like Cricket, Beach Volley, Beach Soccer, Hockey, Track Cycling and many more.  In this context, the construction of a cricket stadium in the North is underway.  Moreover, a Beach Soccer and Beach Volley pitch is already operational in the North.  Also a Vélodrome, a New Swimming Pool in the South and Flacq district, a Multi-Sports Complex at Triolet, a new Sailing Centre at Grand Bay and a Wushu Gymnasium are some of the many projects that will be implemented in the coming few years.
31.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Trust Fund for Excellence in Sports has been doing an excellent job to promote our high level athletes despite limited means.  We want to go further.  Thus with a view to promote high-level sports, I propose to go ahead with the setting up of a National Institute of Sports in the premises of  Anjalay Stadium.  This will ensure that local sports talents are nurtured and developed to pursue excellence at all levels.

32.
Since the Sports Act was enacted in 2001, the Sports Sector has witnessed crucial developments which warrant an updating of the legislation.  The Amendments to the Sports Act are ready and the Bill shall be introduced in the National Assembly in the near future to address weaknesses in the existing legal framework and to cater for new developments and challenges in the Sports Sector.  One of the main objectives of the Amendments will be to help us tackle the problem of fictitious Sports Clubs.  We will also seize this opportunity to provide a better legal framework for the operation of certain organizations in the Sports Sector, like the TFES and the Commission National Du Sport Féminin.
33.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is sad to note that retired high level athletes often face financial difficulties after their career.  These athletes have strived to make their motherland proud and we should not forget their contributions to sports and national unity.  In this context, I am proposing to launch a new scheme that will help in their socio-economic re-integration by tapping on their experience as coaches and mentors for upcoming rising stars.

34.
Our aim at the Ministry is to provide a series of opportunities for the population to indulge in healthy and productive activities with the main purpose of promoting physical, social and psychological development.
Mr. Speaker Sir, as I said earlier, non-communicable diseases have taken an alarming proportion in the island.  Regular exercises and a balanced diet is the key to fight against them.  Taking into consideration all these factors, my Ministry has come forward with a project to set up fitness centres in its youth centres.  The aim is to have such centres all around the island, which are accessible free of charge to the population. 
35.
Last but not least, Rodrigues Island will not be neglected because whatever glory and fame we have achieved to-date in the Sports Sector bears the imprint of Rodrigues.  Thus apart from our usual support to the promotion and development of sports in Rodrigues, I have decided to replace the synthetic athletic track at Camp du Roi Stadium which is currently in a really bad state.  We should not forget that many of our most talented sportsmen come from Rodrigues, Veejaye Agathe being the latest example.
36.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, although our quest for Excellence is not an end in itself, my ambition is to be result oriented and bring the sports and youth sectors to the highest level possible with all the resources being invested by Government and with the collaboration of all stakeholders.

37.
Let me end my address by quoting Muhammad Ali, a famous American Boxer and three times World Heavyweight Champion.

“Champions aren’t made in the gyms.  Champions are

made from something they have deep inside them - 

a desire, a dream, a vision”.

Let us therefore imbibe the desire, the dream and the vision deep in our heart so that we serve our athletes better and so that they fly the Mauritian flag high above the mast to imbibe our hearts with pride.
