Speech of Honorable Sylvio Tang, Minister of Youth and Sports, for State House Function, Thursday 12 October 2006 at 11h00.
The President of the Republic, Sir Anerood Jugnauth
The vice-President of the Republic, Mr. Raouf Bundhun
His Royal Highness, Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex

His Excellency, The British High Commissioner, Mr. Anthony Godson
The Permanent Secretary of my ministry and also Chairman of the National Youth Achievement Award, Mr. Anba Veerasamy

Awards participants and parents
Members of the Press

Distinguished Guests
It gives me great pleasure to address you this morning on the occasion of the presentation of Gold Award Certificates and medals to participants of the National Youth Achievement Award, in the context of the celebration marking the fortieth anniversary of the Award in Mauritius.
Today’s ceremony is enhanced by the distinguished presence of the son of the founder of this laudable and expertly tailored youth development programme, His Royal Highness, The Earl of Wessex who is the Chairman of the International Award Council.
We would like to reiterate to His Royal Highness a very warm welcome and extend to Mr. Craig Andrew, Director of the Africa region, our appreciation and thanks.
Since my mandate as Minister of Youth and Sports, this is the second time that I am witnessing a Gold Award presentation at the State House.

The President of the Republic of Mauritius, Patron of this programme, is very keen in further promoting the development of the award and the President has kindly hosted many Gold Award Ceremonies here.

I sincerely thank the President for his distinguished patronage and sustained interest to the Award.
It is equally with great pleasure that I convey my heartfelt congratulations to the 34 recipients of this Award, to their proud parents and their talented and devoted trainers.

It is indeed an occasion to rejoice, not only for those directly involved in this programme, for the Mauritian society as a whole as we are really producing self motivated and enthusiastic youth who will help to shape the nation in the future.

I understand that His Royal Highness is on his fourth visit to Mauritius and in his last visit in 2003, he has even been to Rodrigues to present the first Gold Awards.
It is good to remind ourselves that each time His Royal Highness has presented Gold Awards here, recipients as well as their parents have cherished that event which has constituted a landmark in their lives.

It is indeed a moment of great privilege for our youth to meet such a Royal personality who is also a Gold Award winner and has experienced almost the same thrilling experience while participating in the Award.

This award ceremony will provide the opportunity of meeting and discussing freely with the Patron of the programme, a wide cross section of young people, adult volunteers, government officials, and hence are moments of great joy for the recipients.

These young people are the pride and hope of their parents. They are role models for our young generation and are important members of our society and it is our responsibility to make maximum use of those resources for the betterment of this country.
Besides serving as role models, the Gold Awardees can collectively have a huge positive impact on society at large.

There exists a Gold Award Holders Association which is very much involved with my Ministry to help promoting further the Award Programme.

Recently it has organized a wide variety of activities for the benefit of our youth, like the Walk Around Mauritius where I have personally been delighted to be involved.

The association is playing an important role to assist our youth to face the new challenges, as a result of the rapid changes taking place in society.
I therefore commend all new Gold Awardees to join the Gold Award Association network to add to the achievements along their road to personal growth and development thus demonstrating that they have the attitude and ability to turn challenges into opportunities, and to pull together their resources for the creation of a world where they will feel comfortable, peaceful and happy.
Dear friends,

This scheme has served to bring out the best qualities in you, those very qualities which have helped build our country –self reliance, perseverance, effort, initiative, self improvement and team work.
There is no doubt that the contribution of each one of you will be of tremendous help to the future development of our country as you have proven yourself to be leaders, ready to take on challenges ahead.

It is, a fact, that young people like you with special aptitudes and skills, will have a crucial role to play to ensure the successful development of our country.

Looking around me today, I may say that we are in good hands and can look up to the future with confidence.

After all, this is what the Award programme is all about – Challenging Young People Everywhere for a better world.

With these words, ladies and gentlemen, may I reiterate my congratulations to today’s recipients for their splendid accomplishment.

Thank you.
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