NGO TRUST FUND
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The Government alone cannot provide all the social services.  The NGO sector has always been a privileged partner of government in the social field as it can operate and mobilize resources rapidly and contribute to the development process.  

The policy of Government for the vulnerable groups revolves around the concept of social integration rather than that of exclusion.

The NGO Trust Fund, which was set up under the Finance and Audit (Amendment of Schedule) Registrations 1999, operates under the aegis of Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity and Senior Citizen Welfare & Reform Institutions and contributes to the development of NGO’s in Mauritius through institutional support and assistance.

The objectives of the Fund are:-

· to consider and approve applications for assistance from NGOs;

· to finance, wholly or partly, services and projects of NGOs which have been approved by the Committee;
to finance, wholly or partly, services and projects of NGOs which have been approved by the Committee;

· to ensure an effective use of resources; and

· to rationalize the disbursement of funds to NGOs.

General Criteria to receive any assistance from the NGO Trust Fund

· NGOs should be registered under the Registrar of Association for at least 2 years

· NGOs should run on a non profit making basis

· NGOs should work towards the empowerment of the disabled, elderly, homeless or other vulnerable groups

· NGOs should have a proven track record of activities to satisfy the NGO Trust Fund Committee

· NGOs should be able to attract funds from different sources

· NGOs should exhibit Transparency of actions

· NGOs should have no hidden agenda

· NGOs should preferably have a seat

· Any additional/specific information as requested by the NGO Trust Fund Committee.

In general, the NGO Trust Fund does not consider funding for construction purposes, purchase of vehicles, wages of staff and attendance to international conferences

Types of Financial Assistance:

· Grant in aid

· Ad-Hoc assistance

· Micro projects (partial funding)

· Community Development Project  

Grant in aid

It is an annual sum earmarked for NGOs to cover part of their day to day running costs.  
Ad Hoc Assistance

An Ad Hoc Assistance is granted to NGOs either to cover partly a capital project or to cover part of its current expenses or to help an NGO with financial difficulty.

Micro Projects

The NGO Trust Fund only considers partial funding of projects. Every year, the NGO Trust Fund invites eligible NGOs to submit application for assistance for micro-projects of a self help nature.  Micro project is open to any NGO working for the well being of the disabled, the elderly, the homeless, and the following areas are also considered: child prostitution, home based services for ageing, poverty alleviation, teenage pregnancy, counselling for victims of domestic violence, rape etc.  Projects should be accompanied with a copy of the Registration Certificate of the NGO, and appropriate quotations and project write-up.

Community Development Project  

CDP relate to projects that would upgrade and enhance social development. The aims are to empower people to curb social problems affecting the community by implementing infrastructural projects, educational programmes, sensitization campaigns among others.  Projects under CDP should aim to: reduce social problems, empower beneficiaries (not only through training and capacity building), encourage participation and involvement of beneficiaries at all levels (e.g. decision making), foster a sense of belonging of the beneficiaries to the project (Ownership of the project), improve welfare of the community, be sustainable over time.

Scholarship Scheme

The NGO Trust Fund, with a view of encouraging dedicated, self-motivated and unpaid volunteers to continue their good work, offers a scholarship scheme in the form of a seat to follow the courses below:

(a) Foundation Course in Social Work at the University of Mauritius. 

General requirement:

1) Volunteers should have worked on a voluntary basis for at least 3 years;

2) School Certificate with passes in at least 5 subjects including English.

(b) Diploma/BSc Social Work Course or any course relevant for NGOs at the University of Mauritius.
General requirement:

1.
Volunteers should have worked on a voluntary basis for at least 3 years;

2.
Minimum qualifications is SC with 5 credits including English Language and Mathematics, together with passes in 2 subjects at Advanced level.
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Recently the NGO Trust Fund had launched a new scholarship scheme consisting of a seat to follow a Foundation Course in Social Work for those not having the entry requirements for the Degree / Diploma Course.[image: image2.png]



