Capacity-Building Workshop focuses on the Gender Concept

The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare hosted on 29 September 2011, a capacity-building workshop focusing on the concept of gender at the Municipal Council of  Port Louis.  

Some 80 women, members of newly set up women’s associations, attended the workshop.

The workshop aimed at imparting proper and adequate training to participants so that they could be in a better position to operate within their associations and subsequently ensure the smooth running of these associations.

In a keynote address,  Hon Mrs Mireille Martin, Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare,  noted that there has been a paradigm shift and an evolution  as regards the issue of gender equality.  

“What is more important is that “Government wants to bring about  a society  where gender equality exists, bringing about more social justice and more opportunities so that women are able to progress and get the same chances as men”, she stated.

The Minister elaborated on women’s struggle to gain their rights as well as on free education which has brought many changes within the Mauritian society.  

She also underlined how things were hard some 30 years back for women and how now the latter are occupying key positions in various professional sphere.  

Hon Martin exhorted women not to hesitate and do their level best and believe in themselves as well as in their potentialities.  “Government is giving many facilities such as training to ensure that women succeed”, she said.

The necessity of rejuvenating women’s associations was also evoked by the Minister.  

“The world is evolving, with the emergence of new ideas, and changes occurring and there is a need to adapt.  We realise that there are certain ideas which young women can bring forward to help the society evolve in a positive direction”, she stressed.  

On that note, Minister Martin encouraged the new emerging women’s associations to work in a non-traditional manner and come up with innovative ideas.

It is to be recalled that the African Women’s Decade 2010-2020 aiming at accelerating the implementation of agreed global and regional commitments on gender equality and women’s empowerment was launched in October last year.  

Moreover, one of the main thematic areas retained for the Decade is reinvigorating young women’s movements in Africa. It is precisely in that context that the Gender Unit of the Ministry has encouraged the setting up of new women’s associations at the level of women centres.  Consequently, 14 new women’s associations are in the process of being registered.

