Child Mentoring Scheme: Helping children with moderate behavioural problems

The Child Mentoring Scheme was launched on Monday 1st October 2011 in Port Louis at a Press Conference held by Hon Mrs Mireille Martin, Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare.  

The objective of the scheme is to help children aged between 10 and 16 years suffering from moderate behavioural problems to develop a stable personality.

“This Scheme fits within the Ministry’s strategy to support these children with the authorization of their parents as well as to assist their families,” said the Minister. 

“We are endeavouring to have all the chances on our side so as to guarantee that these children are in safe and responsible hands.  The mentor’s responsibility will be to help in their harmonious development”, underpinned Minister Martin.

The Child Mentoring Scheme involves meetings and activities on a regular basis between the mentor and the child to support the latter’s need for a caring and supportive adult in his/her life.  

The overall objectives are to give children with difficulties, the opportunity to have the care and guidance from a role model; cultivate a healthy and trusting relationship between the mentors and the mentees (children) so as to bring about positive changes in the lives of the latter; and, improve the relationship between the children and their parents.

The mentor, allowed to take the responsibility of three children at a time, can be described as someone who, through a sustained and supportive relationship, provides a child guidance and care.  

A token allowance of Rs. 1500 is provided for the child mentor per child mentee on a monthly basis. Presently, there are 21 mentors who have been trained and procedures to match mentors with mentees are underway.

Child Mentoring Committee

Minister Martin also introduced members of the Child Mentoring Committee, with Mrs  Myriam Narainsamy as Chairperson.  Other members are the Head of the Child Development Unit (CDU) of the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare, a Woman Police Sergeant, a Senior Educational Psychologist from the Ministry of Education and Human Resources, a psychologist, two representatives from two NGOs and a Principal State Counsel.

The Committee has as responsibilities to advise the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry and assist her in administering and implementing the Scheme; review at regular intervals the criteria for the recruitment of volunteers as child mentors; conduct interviews for the recruitment of child mentors and make recommendations; consider the suitability of a child mentor in relation to a child for the purpose of a mentoring order; periodically assess and evaluate the progress of children placed under the Scheme and submit progress reports; and, review at regular intervals the Code of Ethics for child mentors, amongst others.

It is to be noted that the Child Protection Act 1994 was amended in December 2008(Child Protection (Amendment) Act 2008 (Act No. 40 of 2008)  to make provision for the Child Mentoring Scheme.

