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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen

I am here today to launch the National Platform to End Gender Based Violence. In an ideal world I would have rather not been here to launch such a platform. But such is the reality that gender based violence is gangrening our social fabric. And it is not only government’s but the duty of one and all to stand up against this social ailment.

This launching will be complemented by a Consultative Workshop for the Elaboration of a Costed National Action Plan to End Gender Based Violence.  This Plan of Action shall in fact be the roadmap of the National Platform.

At the very outset, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Indian Ocean Commission for having launched such an initiative at regional level regrouping the islands of Comoros, Seychelles, Madagascar, Reunion and Mauritius.

Mauritius is ready to form part of this sub-regional endeavour which aims at ending gender based violence in our respective societies. 

I also wish to express my sincere gratitude to Mrs Leila Tegmo Reddy, the UN Resident Coordinator (who is unfortunately not here today), and the UNDP for having extended financial assistance to my Ministry. 

Their support has enabled us to hold this two day workshop which will be instrumental in designing the roadmap against GBV.

The UNDP has to date  supported my Ministry in several projects including the elaboration of the National Policy Paper on the Family in 2006, the National Action Plan to Combat Domestic Violence in 2007 and a study on the Extent, Nature and Cost of domestic violence in our country, launched in December 2010.

This study revealed that the costs of domestic violence to the Mauritian Economy for the period 2008-2009 amounted to an astounding figure of Rs 1.4 billion. 

Had domestic violence not implied such a massive social cost, this substantial chunk of our national budget could have been allocated to productive endeavours with positive outcomes for our womenfolk. 

Through the National Platform, we will ensure that actions taken by stakeholders to respond to GBV, are integrated and mainstreamed in their programmes and sectors to maintain sustainability. We will also make sure that there is an increased accountability at all levels.  

A reporting mechanism on the actions of stakeholders will be established so as to enable the promotion and sharing of  best practices, as well as the reengineering, whenever necessary, of actions taken by members of this  Platform.

As regards the National Action Plan to Combat Domestic Violence, it is to be noted that as at date 92 % of the recommended actions have been implemented. 

It is worth noting that this Action Plan is spread over a period of 3 years for implementation   under the short, medium and long term. 

The remaining 8% of the Plan to be implemented relate to its impact assessment /monitoring and evaluation with a view to gauging   strengths, weaknesses, and new opportunities.  

Ladies and Gentlemen

At the Council of Ministers of the Indian Ocean Commission in  2009, member states including Mauritius,  reaffirmed   their  commitment to achieve gender equality and women`s economic empowerment. They validated the Political and Gender Regional Policy and Strategy of the Commission of the Indian Ocean as well. This regional strategy entailed mobilizing resources to organise  activities relating to four main areas of intervention namely : 

•
economic empowerment of women;

•
participation of women in politics ;

•
addressing violence against women; and 

•
sustainable development and food security 

The National Platform on Women in Politics has already been launched and we are but a few minutes away from launching the National Platform relating to Violence Against Gender. 

In Mauritius, domestic violence has been of concern for some time.  

Sensitisation and media reports have unveiled many cases where this scourge has been brought to the limelight. 

For the year 2010, 2 thousand 2 hundred and 15 cases of domestic violence have been reported to the Family Support  Bureaux of my Ministry and for the period January to August 2011 only,  One thousand  2 hundred and 7 cases have been recorded. 

In line with the Government Programme, my Ministry has recently proclaimed the Protection from Domestic Violence (Amendment ) Act 2007 to strengthen the enforcement mechanism of this Act.

However, you would all agree that legislation by itself  is not enough  to address this major problem. 

Besides changing mindsets, a multi-pronged approach is essential.  

Addressing gender based violence should be the concern of one and all. 

It is the responsibility of each and every citizen of this country to stand up against such abusive treatment of the most vulnerable. 

As per Article 1 of the UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women, the term “Violence Against Women refers to “any act of gender based violence that results in or is likely to result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life”. It is in line with this definition that the Platform has been named as the National Platform to End Gender Based Violence.

Gender Based Violence, and more specifically Violence against Women, is an enduring social phenomenon that women have carried with them since time immemorial.

It is a stark reality everywhere in the world and defies social strata.

Today GBV continues to be a major impediment to the development of many women across the world.

The very social existence of violence, be it in actions or the guilty absence of it; through abusive words or offensive body language,   hamper our potential for attaining human fulfillment. 

Violence, be it in our home or that of our neighbour’s, should be the concern of everyone. 

If we do nothing to countervail this violence, if we continue to witness atrocities and do nothing to stop same, if we allow our temper to get the better of us, we are admitting that we are weak, unable to obtain respect through constructive dialogue and that we are willful accomplices to a never ending cycle of violence. 

It would be good for all of us to never lose sight of this fact. 

I stated earlier that my Ministry has up to now concentrated its interventions to address domestic violence.

It is high time for us to widen the scope of our interventions to address GBV- Gender Based Violence- in all its forms. 

Ladies and Gentlemen

Commitment is primordial  in the fight against gender based violence.  

Political will is spelt out through legislation, strategies, and National Action Planning, like the one we are here to elaborate today. Gender Based Violence goes beyond the responsibility of the Police and the legal system, and  necessitates the provision of support services, rehabilitation, awareness raising and education amongst others. 

I make a special appeal to all of you as participants to build on our current strengths and target our weaknesses, so that a national, integrated, realistic and holistic action plan emerges out of this two-day consultative workshop.

Today, we have a chance to make a difference in the lives of not only victims of GBV, but of potential aggressors as well. 

The launching of this National Platform is a hallmark, because it heralds the beginning of a new dawn. That of a renewed national commitment to help our fellow citizens,  irrespective of their geographical location within our Republic,  to combat and eradicate Gender Based Violence.  

It is time for us to be conscious that we must address all forms of violence that pervade in our society.  For peace to prevail on our streets, it should beforehand prevail behind closed doors.

We urgently need to prepare the present and future generations for non-violence to be integrated in our way of living. 

Let us work together to make our schools, our work places, our homes, our communities, violence free zones. And if we want change, like Mahatma Gandhi rightly said,  – we should start by being THE agent of change ourselves. 

On this end note,  I thereby officially launch  the National Platform to End Gender Based Violence.  

Thank you.
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