Strengthening Values for Family Life: Strategic Planning and Capacity-Building Programme launched
A Strategic Planning and Capacity-Building Programme on Strengthening Values for Family Life was launched on 27 September 2011, at the Gold Crest Hotel in Quatre Bornes by Hon Mrs Mireille Martin, Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare.

Some 125 participants from different ministries and institutions attended the workshop.  

 A joint initiative of the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare and the Indian Ocean Centre for Education in Human Values, the programme aims at being the launch pad for the implementation of family life education.

The Programme is also geared to promote a nation-wide transformation of attitudes and mindset for responsible citizenship through inculcation of values for family life; build positive parenting and family bonding; and, empower youth and adults with coping skills, effective communication and effective decision-making skills.  Moreover, it is expected that this programme will serve as a bench mark for family life education in the sub-Saharan and Indian Ocean region in the long term.

To date, the Programme has been successfully implemented in 5 regions namely Cité Mangalkhan, Cité Borstal, Batimarais, Vuillemin and Tombeau Bay.

For the past 6 months ,the Ministry has been successful in reaching  around 4,000 people through a number of activities organized in these regions.  

Activities  such as  Parents’ Appreciation Day, Parental Empowerment Programme, Drama Competition, Workshop on Family Values, Environment Day to name only a few, have received positive response from participants.

The resource person , Professor Suresh Kumar,  is a world- renowned scientist, management consultant, expert in the field of education in human values, and humanitarian from Malaysia.

“While we are striving to build stronger families, we are also confronted with issues of serious concern such as domestic violence, child abuse, substance abuse, crime which are gaining ground”, stated Mrs Martin, in her address at the launching ceremony.

The Minister gave statistics pertaining to cases of domestic violence and children victims of parental abuse.  

In 2009, and in 2010, The number of cases of domestic violence and children victims of parental abuse reported through the six Family Support Bureaux of the Ministry was 2,352 in 2009 and 2,215 in 2010  .  ‘Our shelters are operating beyond capacity to cater for these victims’, she further observed. 

According to the Minister, everyday newspapers carry reports of cases of larceny, crime, assaults. She added that one of the root causes of these problems is the erosion of family values.  “With a population of 1.2 million, the Republic of Mauritius is confronted to various social problems which, if left unattended, will impact negatively on our social fabric and by extension hamper socio-economic growth.  This should be a major concern for all Mauritians”, concluded Mrs Martin.

