MINISTRY OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS, CHILD DEVELOPMENT, FAMILY WELFARE

AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

National Workshop on Early Childhood Development (ECD)

Following the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) Biennial meeting held in Gabon and which was attended by the Minister of Women’s Rights, Child Development, Family Welfare and Consumer Protection and the Minister of Education and Human Resources, it was decided in the light of resolutions taken on National Early Childhood Development (ECD) policies that both Ministries would organize jointly a National ECD Workshop to sensitise all stakeholders on the need to:

· ensure that ECD investments are based on an integrated approach and are geared towards all-round development that encompasses health, nutrition, learning and social protection aiming at the development of children to their fullest potential; and

· establish mechanisms for follow-up and monitoring  in regard to resource allocations, implementation of programmes, community-based actions and practices and building of networks and partnerships.

In this context, a two days National workshop on Early Childhood Development is being organized by the Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development, Family Welfare and Consumer Protection and the Ministry of Education and Human Resources on Thursday 27 and Friday 28 July 2006 from 09 00 to 16 00 hrs.

The workshop will also be an opportunity for Mauritius to evaluate the effectiveness of our ECD programmes to ensure that we are adopting a holistic approach to ECD in the interest of the overall development of the Mauritian child.

The Opening Ceremony will be held on Thursday 27 July from 09.30 to 12.00 hours at the Auditorium of Mahatma Gandhi Institute Moka and the workshop will be held on Thursday 27 from 12.30 to 16.00 hours & on Friday 28 from 09.00 to 16.00 hours at R. Burrenchobay Lecture Theatre, University of Mauritius, Réduit.  An exhibition will also be held on Thursday 27 July at the Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Moka.


Hon. Mrs I. Seebun, Minister of Women’s Rights, Child Development, Family Welfare and Consumer Protection, Hon. D. Gokhool, Minister of Education and Human Resources, and other eminent personalities will attend the opening ceremony.

