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MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY NATIONAL DIRECTOR ADDRESSES  US AND AFRICAN BUSINESS OWNERS AT AGOA FORUM

Pointe aux Piment, January 16. MAURITIUS. Minority Business Enterprise Development Agency National Director Ronald N. Langston addressed the private sector at the second annual US-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Forum yesterday to highlight a top Bush Administration priority: supporting the growth of small and minority-owned businesses in the United States and around the world.  The Forum, held this week on the island of Mauritius, has enjoyed heavy private sector participation, with 933 businesses represented.  Of that number, 513 African enterprises and 171 US companies of all sizes are featured. 

National Director Langston is making his first trip to sub-Saharan Africa in an effort to reach out to African leaders from the public and private sectors and to expand MBDA’s technical management assistance programs to include African enterprises. “Small and minority-owned business enterprises in the United States and sub-Saharan Africa face similar challenges,” Langston told a group of sixty business owners during a workshop discussion entitled Building Small Business Linkages Between US and African Enterprises. “Access to capital and identifying opportunities for business expansion are key issues for business owners on both sides of the ocean. My goal in coming here is to extend MBDA initiatives to compliment the African small business market.” 

The workshop, held at the site of the private sector forum, included the African Growth and Opportunity Act’s original sponsor, Congressman Jim McDermott (D-WA), George Person, Acting Director of African Affairs, US Department of Energy, and Steve Cashin, Managing Director of the Modern Africa Fund. 

Langston will continue his mission next week, traveling to South Africa and Ghana to address business leaders and government ministers. 
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