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Foreword

This report represents a conservation management plan for the Mahebourg Islet, llot Flammants.
llot Flammants is undesignated. It has been proposed by the lIslets Task Force that llot
Flammants be included in the Islets National Park. The Islets National Park Strategic Plan
proposes that the islet has an Open Reserve status.

Executive Summary

¢ llot Flammant is the most northerly of the Mahbourg islets.

« ltis a small sandbank of ~ 30m?formed from sand and broken pieces of coral.
« ltis possible that the sandbank will expand, or possibly will disappear entirely.
* llot Flammant has no birds or animals living on it.

* Due to its small size, ephemeral nature, lack of any biodiversity value and lack of human
use potential, no intervention management strategies are proposed.

Management Plan for llot Flammant 1



Introduction & General Information

llot Flammant is the northern most islet of the Mahebourgh group. It is situated at (S 20° 19.345,
E 57 ° 49.244). It is covered by aerial photographs from 1997 and the Mauritius 1:25,000 map
series (Ministry of Housing). It is presently undesignated.

In December 2003, it had an area of approximately 30m?. Access is easy to achieve with the use
of a small boat.

Environmental Information

llot Flammant is a small sandbank, measuring approximately 15m x 2m, when visited in
December 2003 (Fig. 1). The islet has no hard rock base, but is made up of sand and broken
pieces of coral (Fig. 2). It has a central ridge of broken coral pieces, about 10-30cm above sea
level at high tide, caused by waves reaching the islet from both sides. During most states of the
tide the islet is frequently washed over by waves.

It has no plants or animals living on it. It is unlikely to be used by birds due to the frequent
overtopping by waves.

Fig. 1. View of llot Flammant (photograph taken from one end of the islet).
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Fig. 2. View of coarse substrate of llot Flammants.

Evaluation

It appears that llot Flammant has become smaller over the last few years, probably attributed to
sand mining in the vicinity (Coastguard, pers comm.). Due to it small size, and low/submerged
position it has no plants or animals living on it.

It is possible that llot Flammant will gradually grow, due to cessation of sand mining operations.
However, it is also possible that the islet will disappear entirely due to small changes in the
current and tidal system or cyclonic activity. The ephemeral nature of sandbanks is a common
phenomenon.

Due to its small size and frequent overtopping by waves it has no potential value for conservation
or human use.

Management Strategies

Due to its small size, ephemeral nature, lack of any biodiversity value and lack of human use
potential, no intervention management strategies are proposed. The status of the sandbank may
be monitored form time to time. The sandbank is within a coral reef semi-enclosed area together
with another sandbank lle aux Oiseaux it has been proposed that this reef area be declared as a
Marine Protected Area, incorporating both sand banks. Further underwater surveys are needed to
ascertain whether there is sufficient merit in giving the area such status.
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List of organisations consulted
1%, 2" and 3™ Workshop delegates.

WORKSHOP ON DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGY & MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT OF
OFFSHORE ISLETS FOR THE REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

Hilton Mauritius Resort, Flic en Flac, Thursday 19" February 2004
PARTICIPANTS ATTENDED WORKSHOP

Name Position Institution Tel Fax

SMITH A. Michael (Dr) International Consultant (Team Leader) |AGRER - -

ALLET Mario Forester National Parks & Conservation Service | 464 4016 465 1184
ABDOOLA B.l.Mahboob Technical Officer Ministry of Fisheries 238 4100 238 4184
ATKINSON Rachel (Dr) Plant Project Coordinator Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 697 6097 483 5038
BACHRAZ Vishnuduth Research & Development Officer (Wildlife) [National Parks & Conservation Service | 464 4016 464 1184
BAIDER Claudia (Dr) Technical Officer Mauritius Herbarium, MSIRI 454 1061 454 1971
BAGHA Soondur Secretary/Manager 'Young Farmers Club 415 1805 415 1805
BARNES Robert Project Manager Kerrysma Limited, Green Valley Resort | 634 5097 634 5261
CALLYCHURN Y. | Chief Inspector National Coast Guard 212 2747 212 2770
COLE Nick PhD Student Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 697 6097 483 5038
DABY Deolall Lecturer University of Mauritius 454 1041 465 6928
DINDOYAL Jawaharlal IAgricultural Superintendent Agricultural Information Division (MoA) | 464 4907 464 4898
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Name Position Institution Tel Fax

FLORENS Vincent Lecturer University of Mauritius 454 1041 465 6928
GOBIN Mahandra Forest Guard National Parks & Conservation Service 464 4016 465 1184
GOPAL Vinehswar Technical Officer National Parks & Conservation Service 464 4016 465 1184
GRIFFITHS Owen Managing Director Bioculture Mauritius Limited 626 2503 626 3642
JUGNARAIN Dhanand Assistant Secretary Min/Agriculture, FT & NR 211 7621 211 6448
JUWAHEER khemraj Representative Gold Award Holders’ Association 266 1788 -
KHADUN Ashok (lle aux Aigrettes) Restoration Coordinator [Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 697 6097 697 6512
LUXIMON Rajaram Environment Officer Ministry of Environment 212 6975 211 9903
MANNA Gaitree (Mrs) Principal State Councel Attorney General’s Office 212 0544

‘MEUNIER Hugot Forest Ranger Rodrigues Regional Assembly 831 4560 831 4835
|MICHAEL Marie Enforcement Officer Min/Local Government & Rodrigues 213 0988 208 8804
|MO0L00 Santaram Divisional Environment Officer Ministry of Environment 212 4385 211 9086
MUNGROO Yousoof Director National Parks & Conservation Service 464 4016 465 1184
NARASIAH Paramnanda Deputy Forest Ranger National Parks & Conservation Service 464 4016 465 1184
NUNDLAUL Vimul Technical Officer National Parks & Conservation Service 464 4016 464 4016
NUNKOO Parmanand Senior Regional Development Officer Min/Local Govt. & Rodrigues (NDU) 210 3478 210 5246
PAYENDEE Richard Rodrigues Conservation Manager Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 8314558 8314559
PERRINE Jean Alain Technical Officer Forestry Services, Rodrigues 831 4510 831 4835
POONYTH Asha (Dr) Project Officer Mauritius Oceanography Institute 427 4434 427 4433
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Name Position Institution Tel Fax
PUTTOO Manikchand Research & Development Officer (Wildlife) National Parks & Conservation Service | 464 4016 464 1184
:’DUI_;QBHOO BISSOONAUTH R B Lecturer Mauritius Institute of Education 466 0228 454 1037
RAJCOOMAR Soomantee (Dr) Senior Lecturer Mauritius Institute of Education 466 1940 467 5159
ROJOA Hassambhye (Dr) Principal Research & Development officer Horticulture Section, Min/Agr., FT & NR | 464 4857 464 4857
RUHOMAUN Kevin F/‘\e/ﬁgﬁf?)h & Development Officer National Parks & Conservation Service | 464 4016 | 465 1184
RUTTEE Rajmohunsingh Forest Ranger Forestry Service 675 4966 674 3449
SEEBUN Padmini (Mrs) Research and Development Officer Plant Pathology & Quarantine, MoA 464 4872 465 9591
SEETARAM Ashwin Kumar Tourism Planner Min. of Tourism & Leisure 208 3256 208 6776
SOOKHAREEA Rajendraprasad (Dr) Research & Development Officer (Wildlife) [National Parks & Conservation Service | 464 4016 465 1184
TATAYAH Vikash Fauna Manager Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 697 6097 697 6512
VENCATASAMY Mooniamah (Mrs) [Technical Officer National Parks & Conservation Service | 464 4016 465 1184
WONG SIN WAI J.M. Project Coordinator Ministry of Environment 729 4051 211 3198
ZUEL Nicolas Round Island Warden Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 697 6097 483 5038
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