Mr. V. Oree, Curator/Manager at the Rajiv Gandhi Science Centre, attended the International Training Workshop on “Planning, Building and Management of Science Parks and Incubators” held in Beijing, China from 11 to 24 May 2009 . The main objective of the workshop was to provide an insight of the implementation of Chinese model of Science Parks and Incubators, particularly in Beijing, to the 22 representatives of 14 African countries. Thus, the Chinese government began a reform in the early 1980’s that was aimed at nurturing the entrepreneurship talents of the population in the hi-tech field. For this purpose, a three-pronged approach was adopted – cultivating technology-based small and medium enterprises, developing innovation clusters to foster technology transfer and finally, creating an environment conducive for technology innovation and industrialisation. 

The Zhongguancun Science Park, the case study used during the workshop, aptly illustrates the success of the Chinese model. It is the first and biggest national science park in China and was established in 1988. Located in northwest Beijing, it covers about 232 square kilometres. Inside the Science Park, more than 20,000 hi-tech enterprises in the fields of information technology, biology, medicine and others have their offices employing over 1 million people with a total turnover exceeding 870 billion RMB in 2007. These include large multinational information technology (IT) corporations such as IBM, Motorola, Microsoft, Lucent, HP, and Epson have R&D institutes here. In addition, prominent universities and colleges, such as Tsinghua University and Beijing University are also located within the Park. To further enhance its capabilities, the Zhongguancun Science Park has established a service system of startup business for returned overseas Chinese scholars. More and more companies are moving into the Park every year, attracted by its hi-tech business development environment and preferential tax treatment.
The Workshop was divided into two main components: lectures explaining the Chinese model of Science parks and Incubators delivered by government officials and site visits to learn about the success stories within the Zhongguancun Science Park. During the site visits, representatives of different companies spoke about the experience from the time of their setting up to the present situation. Moreover, each participant was required to make a presentation of the status of Science Parks and Incubators in his country. 

The outcome of the Workshop was a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) handed over by the Chinese authorities. The MOU explores the possibility of developing co-operation opportunities between China and Mauritius and defines the terms of co-operation with the Beijing International Business Incubator for the development of information support for innovative enterprises, mainly in the high-tech sector.

